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Rita Kasa holds a PhD in Comparative Education from the State University of New York in
Buffalo, USA. In her doctoral dissertation she examined devolution of student financial
assistance in Latvia. During her doctoral studies, Rita wasa graduate assistant in
the International Comparative Higher Education Finance and Accessibility Project
(http://gse.buffalo.edu/org/IntHigherEdFinance/), chaired by Dr. Bruce Johnstone who was
aiso her Academic Advisor. She was also a graduate assistant in the study Religion Among Academic Scientists, led by Dr. Elaine
Howard Ecklund (http://www.owinet.rice.edu/~ehe/raas.html). Before starting her PhD studies as a Fulbright scholar in the US, Rita

received the degrees of BA and MA in Political Science from the University of Latvia.

Currently Rita works at Stockholm School of Economics in Riga where she teaches classes in research methods as well as
coordinates B.Sc. thesis writing process. In her research, Rita focuses on various issues in education and social integration. Among
papers published are such as "Comparing tertiary graduates with and without student loans in Latvia", "Preschool education in Latvia
and Europe" , "The reverse gender gap in Latvian higher education: New issues in human capital formation" , "Higher education
accessibility in Latvia: The role of government and municipalities in funding students", "Aspects of fiscal federalism in higher education
cost-sharing in Latvia", "Bridging the gap to higher education for low-income youth, ", "Learning to Welcome: Integration of Immigrants
in Latvia and Poland ", “Re-imagining Latvia as a multicultural nation”. Rita is a board member in Latvia Dyslexia Association and is a

member of Comparative and International Education Society.

Education:

Ph.D. in Comparative Education (SUNY Buffalo, USA)

M.A. in Political Science (University of Latvia, Latvia)

B.A. in Political Science (University of Latvia, Latvia)

Areas of research:

Higher education finance, educational policy, social integration
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